
A family owned and operated ranch in northeast Nevada volunteered to the State of Nevada’s 
Sagebrush Ecosystem Program (SEP) the use of a planned habitat enhancement project as a pilot test 
for the Nevada Conservation Credit System.  The SEP developed the Credit System in 2014 to provide 

landowners and managers incentives for enhancing and protecting greater sage-grouse habitat.  
Landowners and managers earn credits for habitat work that can then be sold to developers to mitigate 

any potential impacts to sage-grouse that may result from their project. 

Pilot Project: Nevada Conservation Credit System

Increase Stewardship
Create new and enhance existing stewardship of 
private lands and public allotments through targeted 
conservation investments

Preserve Culture
Support the preservation of the culture and economy of 
the State of Nevada

Fund Infrastructure
Fund infrastructure that improves livestock management 
(e.g. install fencing around riparian areas) while 
generating benefits for wildlife

Demonstrated Benefits to Landowners 

“The Credit System 
was created by 
Nevadans for 
Nevadans to bring 
conservation, 
landowners and 
industry together for 
the betterment of 
Nevada’s sagebrush 
ecosystem, and rural 
economy.”

- Steve & Robin 
Boies

Removed invasive species and installed fences 
to improve and protect meadow habitat

Pilot project incorporated 1,339 acres of 
public and private land

Utilizing the Credit System tools, the SEP found that the 
improvements would generate 442 credits, based on 
enhancing and protecting high quality habitat. These 
credits could then be sold to developers that require 

mitigation at a negotiated price to cover project costs, 
land value and desired profit

The pilot project occurred on the private land and public allotment of the Boies Ranch, 
which is located in northeast Nevada and owned and operated by the Boies family 

Generate Income
Generate income from greater sage-grouse habitat and 
sagebrush ecosystem enhancement, restoration and 
preservation on private and public lands



The Credit System - How it Works

A credit project requires enhancing or protecting sage-
grouse habitat and committing to maintain the habitat for a 
set period of time. Example projects include:

 ¾ Removing Pinyon-Juniper 
 ¾ Increasing & protecting forbs in wet meadows
 ¾ Implementing adaptive grazing management
 ¾ Seeding sagebrush
 ¾ Removing existing infrastructure
 ¾ Protecting high-quality habitat

01. The Developer
Infrastructure development impacts sage-grouse 
habitat on BLM and USFS land. The developer 
uses the Credit System to determine the amount 
of credits needed to fulfill mitigation requirements

02. The Landowner
A landowner commits to enhance and maintain 

sage-grouse habitat, which generates credits 
they can sell through the Credit System

03. The Credit System
After credits are verified by the Credit System the landowner 

and developer then agree on a purchase price, and the 
landowner sells the credits to the developer
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If you are a landowner or other party interested in developing credits we encourage you to get 
involved by visting the Nevada Conservation Credit System website or contacting the Program 
Administrator, Jennifer Celio.

Credit Generating Projects

www.enviroaccounting.com/
NVCreditSystem

Get Involved

jcelio@sagebrusheco.nv.gov 775-684-8600


